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par la fenetre pour voir la vue, et on casse le cou par 1&: il faut regarder au plafond pour voir les fresques, et on casse le cou de tous les cot^s a la fois. And then the journey to Switzerland! Mais aller en Suisse, jamais! What do you want to see mountains for? to admire their height? Ah! then how stupid to go up! Why, of course they become shorter every step you go. No, you should go into the depths to see the mountains. Les plaines pour moi! . . . Jusqu'a mon mariage je ne suis jamais sortie a pied, mais depuis mon mariage je suis devenue . . . raisonnable.'
"I asked the Polish ladies if the language they spoke was Russian. It was like throwing a bomb into the camp. They detest the Russians, and would not speak to a pleasant Countess Boranoff, nee Wasilikoff, who has been staying here. . . . But of all my Pisan acquaintance there is none like Robert Peabody! He has been at an atelier in Paris for two years studying as an architect, and had a charming life there with his fellow-students, making walking tours in France, &c. When 'he first went to Paris, he did not know a word of French, and made out his washing bills by drawing little pictures, socks, shirts, drawers, &c., and the washerwoman put the prices opposite them."
On December 10 occurred the terrible floods of the Arno.
To Miss LEYCESTER.
"Pisa, Dec. 11, 1869. How little you will be able to imagine all we have been going through in the last twenty-four hours! We have had a number of adventures in our different travels, but this is by far the worst that has ever befallen us. Now I must tell you our story consecutively.
" For the last three days the Mother has been very ill. On Thursday she had an attack of fainting, and seemed likely to fall into one of her long many days' sleeps. . . -